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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Moving Companies 


Since April 28, moving companies can no longer of- 
fer customers reserved space on moving vans. Under a 
new regulation of the interstate Commerce Commission, 
estimates and charges may be based only on the weight 
of shipments. Formerly, moving companies could charge 
extra for reserved space on their vans. 


The reserved space arrangement was supposed to 
increase the customer’s chances that all of his household 
goods would be moved in one shipment. (When every- 
thing is moved on one van, the customer avoids the 
problem of having his goods arrive at various times.) 
Although companies charged a fee for the reserved space, 
they did not guarantee customers that goods would all be 
moved in one vehicle. Thus, many customers who paid 
the extra fee were disappointed. In addition, there were 
instances reported to ICC where movers required cus- 
tomers to reserve space arrangements although such a 
requirement was not permitted under ICC regulations. 


Details—Federal Register: April 11, page 7159. 


Oxygen 


May 15 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration proposal which could take off the market 
many of the pocketsized containers of oxygen sold for 
use in medical emergencies. 


FDA officials say that the miniature oxygen contain- 
ers do not dispense enough oxygen to be useful for 
emergency treatment of any medical problem. Yet, the 
devices are often sold over-the-counter to consumers who 
think they can use them for treatment of serious condi- 
tions such as heart attacks, emphysema and asthma. 


Under the FDA proposal, emergency oxygen devices 
would have to consist of 

—a portable container holding medical grade oxygen, 

—an oxygen dispensing device capable of maintain- 
ing a constant flow of about 6 quarts of oxygen per minute 
for a minimum of 15 minutes, 

—a mask or other means of administering the oxygen 
to the patient, 

—a content indicator, 


Details—Federal Register: March 16, page 5505. Send 
comments to the Hearing Clerk, Dept. of Health, Educa- 
tion & Welfare, Room 6-88, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, 
Md. 20852. 


Asthmatic drugs 


May 15 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration proposal to require prescriptions for 2 
drugs used to treat bronchial asthma. 


Under the proposal, isoproterenol and epinephrine 
preparations would be limited to prescription sales. Both 
compounds are drugs used in many nonprescription prepa- 
rations that asthma sufferers inhale. Repeated use, how- 
ever, can cause sudden attacks during which the patient 
has severe trouble breathing. FDA officials say they are 
not sure why some patients react adversely to the drugs. 

In addition, the FDA proposal would require warn- 
ing statements on labels to alert doctors and their 
asthmatic patients to the possible side effects. 


Details—Federal Register: April 15, page 7519. Send 
comments to the Hearing Clerk, Dept. of Health, Educa- 
tion & Welfare, Room 6-88, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, 
Md. 20852. 


Pesticides 


May 30 is deadline for comments on an Environmental 
Protection Agency pesticide review. 


Pesticide products under review are those which con- 
tain lindane, benzene hexachloride and endrin. Many 
common household pesticide products contain lindane. It 
is used in certain aerosols and in specially treated shelf 
paper for control of such household pests as roaches and 
ants. It is also used for control of lawn insects, human 
scabies and lice and pests, such as fleas, which affect pets. 


The other pesticide chemicals under review—benzene 
hexachlorid and endrin—are usually found in products 
for agricultural use. 


EPA intends to determine whether these chemicals 
can injure crops, livestock, fish, wildlife or human beings. 
EPA officials plan to weigh the benefits of the pesticide 
chemicals against their risks in making a decision on 
whether to allow the pesticides to remain in use. 


Details—Federal Register: March 31, page 6606. Send 
three copies of comments to Deputy Assistant Adminis- 
trator for Pesticides Programs, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20460. 


Paregoric 


Paregoric and many other medicines containing opium 
will be sold only by prescription after June 3, under a 
new Food & Drug Administration regulation. 


In the past, paregoric has been sold over the counter. 
It has served as a common home remedy for various pains, 
especially colic in infants. 


The new regulation will require a prescription for 
drugs that, like paregoric, contain high amounts of the 
narcotic opium. FDA is taking the action to limit the 
abuse of these potentially habit-forming drugs. 


Details—Federal Register: April 4, page 6735. 





Fireworks 


June 4 is deadline for comments on a proposal that 
calls for banning nearly all fireworks. The National So- 
ciety for the Prevention of Blindness submitted the pro- 
posal to the Food & Drug Administration. 


Under the proposal, fireworks could only be sold to 
farmers who use them to scare birds and animals away 
from crops. 


The proposal would have a much wider scope than 
present regulations which ban only those fireworks that 
produce noise by a charge of more than 2 grains of gun- 
powder—M-80 salutes and silver salutes. Present regula~- 
tions also allow an exemption for crop protection. 


FDA is asking for consumer comment on the so- 
ciety’s proposal as well as on its own proposal. FDA’s 
proposal would continue to ban only the large firecrackers, 
but it would do away with the present crop exemption. 
FDA officials say some manufacturers and distributors 
abuse the exemption. Fireworks sold under the crop ex- 
emption to persons other than farmers have caused most 


of the firework deaths and serious injuries investigated 
by FDA. 


Details—Federal Register: April 5, page 6868. Send 
comments to the Hearing Clerk, Dept. of Health, Edu- 
cation & Welfare, Room 6-88, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rock- 
ville, Md. 20852. 


Poison prevention 


June 13 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug 
Administration proposals to require special child-proof 
packaging for paint thinners and cigarette-lighter fiuids. 


The packaging proposals would cover liquid house- 
hold products that contain 10% or more of turpentine. 
Paint thinners and certain furniture polishes fall into this 
category. Special packaging would also be required for 
products that contain 10% or more petroleum distillates, 
such as cigarette-lighter and charcoal-lighter fluids. 


When swallowed, the turpentine products can cause 
poisoning, which affects the kidneys and central nervous 
system. The lighter fluids can cause serious, even fatal 
lung damage. 


The FDA proposal would require packaging that a 
sample of children under 5 cannot open 85% of the 
time, but that a panel of adults can open 90% of the time. 


Details—Federal Register: April 14, pages 7407 & 
7408. Send comments to the Hearing Clerk, Dept. of 
Health, Education & Welfare, Room 6-88, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, Md. 20852. 


Beef standards 


June 15 is deadline for comments on the Agriculture 
Dept. proposal to revise the grade standards applied to 
bull beef to distinguish the meat of young bulls from the 
meat of older bulls. 


In the past, most bull beef has come from animals 
2 years and older. It has been used primarily in proc- 
essed meat products because it is considered tougher 


and not as palatable as the meat from steers, the male 
animals castrated when young. 


In recent years, cattlemen have become increasingly 
interested in selling the beef from young bulls to con- 
sumers, rather than to meat processors. The younger 
animals usually produce meat of a better quality than 
the older bulls. They also have the advantage of gain- 
ing weight more rapidly than steers; thus, they can be 
delivered to the wholesale distributors sooner. However, 
even meat from the young bulls tends to be slightly less 
palatable than that from steer beef. 


Under the Agriculture Dept. proposal, the meat from 
bulls up to 2 years old would be labeled “bullock” to dis- 
tinguish it from “bull” (beef from the mature bull) and 
from steer beef. The bullock would be graded according 
to the standards of quality used to grade steer. Grade 
standards for steer beef define such qualities as fat dis- 
tribution, color and firmness of the meat more precisely 
than the present bull grade standards, which were designed 
primarily for use of meat processors. 


Details—Federal Register: March 17, page 5626. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Room 112, Administration 
Building, Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D.C, 20250. 


Motorcycle controls 


The location and operation of controls on new motor- 


cycles will be governed by a new Transportation Dept. 
standard after Sept. 1, 1974. 


The standard requires a uniform location for most 
motorcycle controls, and it standardizes their method of 
operation, The department’s National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration estimates that more than 3,000 ac- 
cidents should be avoided each year because the uni- 
form standard should eliminate confusion about where 
controls are and how they operate. It is hoped that under 
the uniform standard, a cyclist, especially a novice or one 
who has changed from one make of machine to another, 
will not need to hesitate and fumble for controls when 
he is in an emergency situation. 


A significant inconsistency among motorcycle con- 
trols has been the location of rear brake and gearchange 
levels, which usually are foot operated. On British-made 
cycles, the gearchange is on the right and the brake on 
the left; on Japanese-made cycles, the locations are re- 
versed. By specifying that rear brake levers are to be 
on the right and gearchanges on the left, the regulation 
adopts the arrangement prevalent on Japanese machines. 


The new standard also requires that: 

e Handlebar-mounted controls be operable without 
the rider removing his hand from the handgrip; 

e Motorcycles have a supplemental engine stop con- 
trol than can be operated from the right handlebar and 
used in emergencies; 

e Standardization of the location of the following 
additional controls: manual clutch or integrated clutch 
and gearchange, headlamp, upper- & lower-beam control, 
horn, turn signal lamps, twist-grip throttle and front 
wheel brake; 

e Standardization of the manner of functioning (but 
not the location) of the ignition and fuel shutoff controls. 


Details—Federal Register: April 12, page 7207. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Tuesday through Saturday (except days after Federal holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
D.C. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college and uni- 


versity libraries. 
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